
Ramps rather than stairs or lifts
Posted by Nanos - 2008/02/07 13:40
_____________________________________

Anyone know if your allowed to have a home design where floors are accessable only by ramps ?



And if so, what the regulations are on slope limits ?

============================================================================

Re:Ramps rather than stairs or lifts
Posted by MichelleVivera - 2011/09/11 05:32
_____________________________________

A ramp is an inclined path between two surfaces of varying heights. The maximum slope of a ramp in residential settings
in most municipalities is no greater than 1:12 (no more than 1 inch of rise for every 12 inches of run). This is the same
maximum slope permitted in public areas as specified in the Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines.
Although this slope may be allowable by zoning regulations, it does not ensure that a specific client will be able to propel
themselves safely up or down a ramp with this degree of incline. A simple rule of thumb is; a shorter ramp will cost less
money, but it will be harder to use because the angle is steeper. For example, if the stairs are 24” in height, then a proper
ramp should be no less than 24’ long. This allows a person with “average upper body strength” to be able to get up the
slope by themselves. Ultimately we all want the client to be successful with using the ramp.



Some clients may need a more shallow slope (1:16) on a ramp to be able to push their own wheelchair due to upper
body strength or cardiovascular limitations, while other individuals do not have the strength to push or manage a
wheelchair for another person (such as their spouse or adult child) at that angle, and may require an even more shallow
incline. A sloping walkway with a 1:20 incline is not considered to be a ramp, and does not require the guard rails and
hand rails that a ramp needs for code-compliance.



Thanks

============================================================================

Re:Ramps rather than stairs or lifts
Posted by MotivatedECo - 2011/10/06 20:30
_____________________________________

Did you ever find an answer to the ramp question it sounds like an interesting ideal? Also what kind of materials are you
planning to build the ramp out of? Also I would like to know what kind of Seattle handyman  you used for the job?
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